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Dear Congressman Walsh:
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This is in reply to your letter of Februa 6, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Kenneth A..~ egarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. ~2-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the . ion's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's conerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the-~rivate land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your constituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued
in 1994.

Sincerely,

<!~R,~
Sb/...- Richard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave
Private Radio Bureau
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HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. "!J~

WASHINGTON, D.C. O(},iV

F~bru~ry, 16.., 19931V\
Federal Communications Commission
Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

The attached communication is submit
ted for your consideration, and to ask that
the request made therein be complied with,
if possible,

If you will advise me of your action in
this matter and have the letter returned to
me with your reply, I will appreciate it.

Very Truly yours,

JYd.d,
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January 21, 1993

Kenneth A. Couch, Ph.D.
232 Kensington PI.
Syracuse, NY 13210

The Honorable James Walsh
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Walsh:

I am writing regarding a Notice of Proposed Rule Making which was issued by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in December of 1992 (NPRM - PR Docket 92-235).
The rule proposed by the FCC would allow the use of two new radio frequencies at a bandwidth
very close to some bandwidths that are used for the control of mechanised machinery.
Specifically, the bandwidths proposed relative to current usage are:

Current Model Channel 12
New Insert
New Insert
Present Commercial

-72.030 MHz
- 72.0325 MHz
- 72.0375 MHz
- 72.040 MHz

The specific problem I have with this proposal is that the equipment to be used on the
new insert frequencies, cellular telephone equipment, does not have a narrow enough bandwidth
to avoid interfering with both the Model Channel 12 or the Present Commercial bandwidth. The
reason this is a problem is that the Model Channel 12 is used to control what most people refer
to as "radio control models" as well as machinery such as heavy overhead cranes in industrial
settings. The radio-controlled models, in adOition to being very expensive and subject to damage
from loss of control, also use motors which are in excess of one horsepower. Clearly, if radio
interference caused one of these models to go out of control, potential injury would be a direct
result. People do die occasionally in this hobby from being struck by the propellors. No doubt,
signal interference would increase the hazard as well as potential legal liability. In the industrial
setting, much of the same may be said. Imagine working in a heavy industrial setting and having
a crane inexplicably go haywire because someone happened to be driving by using a cellular
phone which operated on a nearby radio frequency.

Having outlined the hazards, I do not feel this is an issue which should pit the cellular
phone industry against users of adjacent frequencies. The American Modelling Association
through their legal counsel is replying to NPRM - PR Docket 92-235 with a proposal that would
allow the cellular phone industry to grow while allowing current users to remain unaffected. To
me, that seems reasonable.



I do not expect you or your staffers to have enough knowledge on this issue to take a
side, but I would like you to forward this letter along with a note from your office mentioning
NPRM - PR Docket 92-235 to the FCC asking them to seriously examine the alternative
frequency proposal from the American Modelling Association's legal staff. The deadline for
comments is February 26, 1993 so a timely response would be appreciated.

Thanks,

/6nye/-/"'- /~ ColL<'c(

Kenneth A. Couch, Ph.D.


